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Roadmonkey is a new way to travel that combines challenging adventure with hands-on philanthropy 
projects that we start and finish on expedition.  We believe that, through travel, we can leave the world a 
little bit better than we found it. 

Paul von Zielbauer, a former New York Times investigative reporter and Iraq correspondent, launched 
Roadmonkey in 2008 to give motivated people the chance 
to dive deep into a foreign culture and work hard for people 
in need.  

Roadmonkey clients tend to be men and women in their 20s, 
30s and 40s. Expeditions are limited to 10 people. Using 
“planned serendipity” as a guiding principle, Roadmonkey 
is designed for explorers on a journey, not tourists on a 
schedule.  In the words of von Zielbauer:  “Roadmonkey 
clients want to participate in a culture, not just be consumers 
of it. We believe in the art of the experience, and in the value 
of learning how other lives are lived far from ours.”

The company pairs with respected nonprofit organizations on 
adventure philanthropy expeditions to Vietnam, Patagonia, 
Nicaragua, Tanzania and Peru.  Roadmonkey’s inaugural 
trip to Vietnam partnered with the Worldwide Orphans 
Foundation to build a playground for HIV-positive orphans.  
Roadmonkey’s other nonprofit partners include Awamaki, 
Bibi Jann Children’s Care Trust, Catalyst Foundation, 
East Meets West Foundation, Fabretto Children’s 
Foundation, Livingstone Tanzania Trust, Voluntario 
Global and Omprakash Foundation.

Roadmonkey is unique in the way it raises money for its 
expedition-based volunteer projects: Clients are asked to tap 
their own social networks for tax-deductible contributions that fund the project they will complete, working 
alongside local community members.  To date, Roadmonkey clients have raised more than $80,000 by 
asking its clients to tap their influential social networks.

As word of this innovative new company grows, Roadmonkey has been featured in Oprah Magazine, 
National Geographic, Outside, The Huffington Post, ABC News, Daily Candy and Conde Nast 
Traveler, among others.  Most recently, National Geographic Traveler magazine named Roadmonkey’s 
Tanzania expedition one of its “2010 Tours of a Lifetime,” dubbing the company’s mission “gonzo 
philanthropy.”  

Details of upcoming expeditions can be found at www.roadmonkey.net. The best expedition photographs 
and video shorts are posted on Roadmonkey’s Facebook page: http://bit.ly/MiWqx
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